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My name is Kip Cherry and I live in Princeton Township and in the spirit of unified Princeton I want to I want to support the nomination of the Dinky Train Station Area for consideration by the Historic Preservation Committee as an Historic District. This includes the Freight Station, Platform, Canopy, Catenary and the associated Tracks – with a focus on the fact that this is an operating station. I should add that this station anchors what I understand is the shortest scheduled train line in the U.S.

As many of you know, I am a licensed NJ Planner and am certified by the American Institute of Certified Planners.  I have 30 years of varied experience in historic preservation including being responsible for listing a train depot in Michigan on the National Register – one that continues to operate as a station to this day.

In supporting the nomination of the Dinky Station Area as an Historic District I would like to make the following comments:

First, the Dinky Station and its Associated Facilities have been in the National Register since 1984.  Certainly Princeton should be showing the same recognition by listing it as an Historic District.
Secondly, the National Register Designation Covers the Entire Functioning Site, Tracks and All

The State and National Historic Register designations include the entire operating complex of the Dinky Train Station.  Besides the Station and the Freight House, both constructed of field stone, the historic site includes the Tracks, the Platform and the Canopy.  In the nomination, the tracks are described, as they are today, as being at the same grade, the platform is described as being 400’ long with some other details, and the canopy is 17 bays and described in detail, its Collegiate Gothic style complementing the Collegiate Gothic style of the Station buildings.
A 2004 Daily Princetonian article says:

“Even the station seems to encapsulate something peculiarly Princetonian — perhaps it's that familiar collegiate gothic stone façade or the mathematical notation scribbled in chalk on one of the wooden pillars (I kid you not)” – says the author.
The submission for the National Register was first made in May, 1975. The Register Application characterizes the Station as a functioning Station (under the topic of “Thematic Nomination of Operating Passenger Railroad Stations in New Jersey”). The fact that it was an operating station was certainly an important asset as the State and Federal government considered giving it Register status. This is because as an operating Station, the Dinky Station and its associated facilities have a better chance of surviving over time as an operating complex, and the Station, itself, has a better chance of surviving with its interiors intact.
Thirdly, this Historic Place is Part of the Fabric of Princeton.

The Dinky, which dates back to 1865, and its current Princeton Station, which goes back to 1917, has a long history that has consistently followed the economic evolution and success of our town. The quality and uniqueness of Princeton, its wonderful architecture and streetscape is because of the long history of our town and its historic preservation.  The success of our merchants on Nassau Street, Palmer Square and our central hotel - the Nassau Inn, are all directly tied to our colonial beginnings and our continuous economic growth during the 19th and 20th centuries – growth that is most apparent in the Victorian buildings along University Place that paralleled the railroad.  It is the ambiance and historic environment of Princeton that is the cornerstone of the Heritage Tourism that forms a significant part of our economy.  
Fourthly, making the Station area an Historic District, fits squarely into the policy of both the Borough and the Township to be green.  The greenest building is one that continues to operate for the function for which it was designed. Creating a Historic District around the Dinky Station is a natural extension of who we are as Princetonians.   
