22 Alexander Street

Princeton, New Jersey 08540

609 924 7635

anne.neumann@verizon.net

March 13, 2012

Chair and Members

Historic Preservation Review Committee

Borough Hall

Princeton, New Jersey 08540

Dear Madam Chair and Members:

I am proud to nominate the Princeton Branch Station (the Dinky station), with its accompanying freight building, platform, canopy, and historic infrastructure as a protected historic site under applicable local ordinances.  The Princeton Branch Station complex is already listed on the state and federal historic preservation registers, and I attach the state nomination papers.  Please treat this letter and those nomination papers as my own nomination report.  Thank you.  

The Dinky's historic importance has been ranked, according to the attached documents, at 130 out of 165 points.  The Dinky was included in a state survey of historic sites in 1973, and on a national survey in 1975.  It was listed on the state register of historic sites on March 17, 1984, and on the national register on October 29, 1984.  

The Princeton Branch received state historic status in 1984 because of its significance as an operating passenger railroad in “virtually original condition.”  The state nomination papers I enclose note that, as of 1981, “the complex continues to serve large numbers of commuters” (see page 15).  Today, in 2012, the Princeton Branch still serves large numbers of commuters, University students, and other Princeton residents.  It is one of New Jersey's best performing branch lines.  An essential element of this site's significance is that it is an historic property that still serves its historic function.  

One way the Dinky functions interests railroad historians especially.  As the enclosed nomination report explains, “The complex is unusual in that it was built with high level platforms.  At most suburban stations on the Pennsylvania line, platforms were rebuilt [that is, raised] at a later date” (page 15).  At one time, the Pennsylvania Railroad operated through trains from New York to Princeton University football games using the Dinky branch line.  Did these passengers in particular merit a level platform?  

In addition to its function, another important factor in the Dinky station's historic significance is its visual relationship to the community:  it is an "Integral part of the townscape," according to the attached nomination information (see page 19).  Of course, the station also relates visually to Princeton University's campus.  The complex was built in 1918 in the “Collegiate Gothic” style at a time when University Trustees directed that all new University buildings be in the English Gothic style.  The Dinky station's “form and materials” are thus consistent with many nearby campus buildings (page 15).  

The station's materials reflect an era when public buildings were built to last, and neither expense nor labor was spared.  Consider just the exterior materials.  They include, according to the enclosed nomination report, a tooled granite foundation course, walls of coursed ashlar (dressed stone), carved limestone trim, slate roofing, and also copper soffits, gutters, downspouts, and entrance canopies.  One quaint detail reflects the period of the station's design:  the men's toilet was accessible only from outside the station building, not through the waiting room.  Meanwhile, the “Ladies' Room” was reached through a discrete interior hallway and boasted marble wainscoting and partitions.  

This historic and beloved property is, as you know, protected under state and federal law through the public transportation easement maintained by New Jersey Transit.  But, without additional protection under our local historic ordinances, this historic asset could be lost.  For almost a century, the Princeton branch in its current location has been one of our community's defining features.  I urge you to move promptly on my nomination request.  

I have submitted this letter to Borough Council at its March 13 meeting, asking that it forward my nomination to you for swift action.  Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,

Anne Waldron Neumann, Ph.D.

cc:  Mayor and members of Princeton Borough Council

