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DRAFT 

NEW JERSEY HISTORIC SITES COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION #2012-

NAMES OF PROPERTY ON STATE 
REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES: 

COUNTY: 
MUNICIPALITY: 
DATE REGISTERED: 
APPLICANT: 

Princeton Railroad Station 

Mercer 
Borough ofPrinceton 
3/17/1984 
NJ Transit 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Historic Sites Council, created pursuant to N.J.S.A. 13:1B-
15.108 et seq. is authorized by, N.J.S.A. 13:1B-15.131 to offer advice and 
recommendations concerning encroaclunents upon properties listed on the New 
Jersey Register of Historic Places to the Commissioner of the Department of 
Environmental Protection; and 

WHEREAS, NJ Transit has requested authorization to abandon 460' of the transportation 
easement at the northern end of the Princeton Branch rail corridor, and establish a new 
rail terminus for the Princeton Branch Railroad south of the present site; and 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Historic Sites Council conducted an open public meeting on 
February 16, 2012, pursuant to the requirements of the "Open Public Meetings Act", 
·N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the jurisdiction of the Department of Environmental Protection/Historic 
Sites Council under the New Jersey Register of Historic Places Act, N.J.S.A. 13:1B-
15.131, and its attendant regulation, N.J.A.C. 7:4, concerns the consideration of actions 
with effects, both direct 
and indirect, on New Jersey Register of Historic Places listed properties; and .. 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Historic Sites Council, based on the evidence presented at 
the public meeting, made the following findings of fact: 

1. The Princeton Railroad Station complex consists of a 1 Yz story stone station 
building (North Building), a 1 Yz story stone freight house (South Building), 
tracks, platform and canopy. The complex was listed in the New Jersey 
Register of Historic Places on March 17, 1984 as part of a thematic 
nomination of Operating Passenger Railroad Stations. 

2. The Princeton Railroad Station, designed by Alexander C. Shand in the 
Collegiate Gothic style, was constructed in 1918. The station building is 
constructed of stone, with a tooled granite base and coursed ashlar walls. The 



window surrounds, sills and gable end coping are limestone and the roof is 
slate. The waiting room has a terrazzo floor, paneled wainscot and plastered 
walls and ceilings. The ceiling consists of a barrel vault with groin vault in the 
center on axis with the doors. The freight house is constructed of stone with 
coursed ashlar walls. The window sills, lintels and coping are concrete and the 
roof is slate. The windows have stone voussoirs, wood brackets and rafter 
tails. The station and freight house are connected by a canopy on the east. 

3. The Princeton Railroad Station is significant as a good example of the 
Collegiate Gothic style, adapted to the functions of an early 20th century rail 
terminal. The design and materials are consistent with many of the buildings 
of nearby Princeton University. The station is a terminal-located at the north 
end of a branch line that joins the main line (Northeast Corridor) at Princeton 
Junction. It is served by a shuttle train; known locally as "the Dinky." 

4. The appropriate standard to evaluate this project is the Secretary of the 
Int~rior 's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Buildings -Rehabilitation. 
"Rehabilitation is defined as the act or process of making possible a 
compatible use for a property through repair, alterations, and additions while 
preserving those portions or features which convey its historical, cultural, or 
architectural values." 

5. The Historic Preservation Office (HPO) has determined that, in accordance 
with N.J.A.C. 7:4-7.4, the proposed undettaking is an encroachment that will 
diminish the character and integrity of the registered property, the Princeton 
Railroad Station, because the project as currently proposed will result in 
abandonment of the easement and subsequent removal of track and 
infrastructure. The project as proposed violates Preservation Standard 4; the 
abandonment of the easement will lead to the alteration of the character of the 
registered property. 

6. Specifically, the abandonment of the easement, as proposed, includes the 
following adverse impacts: 

• Abandonment of the NJ Transit easement results in the permanent loss 
of the connection of the Princeton Railroad Station to track and 
railroad infrastructure; 

• The Princeton Railroad Station will no longer function in its historic 
use as a terminal train station. 

7. The Princeton Railroad Station and adjacent right-of-way (ROW) were owned 
and operated by the Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR) until 1968, when the PRR 
merged with the New York Central Railroad to form the Penn Central. The 
Penn Central declared bankruptcy just two years later. In 1971, the portion of 
the PRR main line known as the Northeast Corridor became part of the 
Amtrak system. The Princeton Branch came under the control of the New 



8. 

Jersey Department ofTransportation and in 1983, following the formation of 
NJ Transit Rail Operations, became the NJ Transit Princeton Branch. 

NJ Transit sold lhe station and freight buildings and the canopy-covered . =---
platfotm to Princeton University in 1984, retailing an easement for public 

-trnusportahon purposes covering the ROW, the platform, and facilities within 
the station and freight house for commuter and crew use. Prir""'ton University 
covenanted to provide commuter parking spaces adjacent to , lex. The 
sales agreement also stated that Princeton University would maintain the 
parking and the buildings, and had the right to relocate the passenger station 
and related facilities to the freight house, and move the existing ra.il terminus 
southward, on the condition that it provide a platfonn to accommodate train 
service at the relocated tenninus. The covenant attached to the sales 
agreement confirmed that the easement would " terminate five (5) years after 
the abandonment and tennination of passenger service to the property, unless 
passenger service is reinstituted during the five year period." 

9. In 1996, an Amendment to the Agreement of Sale stated that NJ Transit would 
vacate the station bui !ding (North building) and relocate its facilities to the 
freight house (South building) following improvements by the University, and 
that passenger and crew facilities would be available within the freight house. 
The passenger facilities in the freight house were closed when ticket sales 
were automated. 

10. In 1997, Princeton Borough adopted an amendment to the Princeton 
Community Master Plan (1996) titled Historic Preservation Element. The 
Historic Preservation Element makes a number of suggestions, including 
"Extension of the existing Central Historic Preservation District on the east 
side ofUniversity Place to include railroad station." This suggestion was not 
implemented and the Princeton Railroad Station remains outside of the locally 
designated historic district. 

11. Princeton University is not subject to review under the New Jersey Register of 
Historic Places Act. 

12 Princeton University will construct a new NJ Transit train station for the 
Dinky line, south of the Princeton Railroad Station. NJ Transit will then 
relocate the rail terminus 460' south of the present location and establish a 
new transportation easement. The construction of a new station is pat1 of a 
larger vision on the part of Princeton University to promote the arts through 
the creation of an Arts and Transit Center on the west em edge of the campus 
that will be home to thP. 11Pw Lewis Center for the Arts. Incorporated into tpis 

-pian me impJOvelliCJttn o reduce traffic congestion. 

13. In 2011 the proposed Arts and Transit Center was the subject ofa 
Memorandum ofUnderstanding (MOU) between P1inceton University and the 



Municipalities ofPrinceton Borough and Princeton Township. The MOU 
describes agreement between these three entities in continuing and improving 
transportation service along the NJ Transit Princeton Branch, known as the· 
Dinky line. Princeton Borough and Princeton Township have adopted zoning 
that would permit the development of this area tor the arts. 

14. Through the above mentioned MOU, Princeton University, Ptinceton Borough 
and Princeton Township, agreed to re uest a roval from NJ Transit to re
open the Princeton Railroad Station (north building) waiting room o the 
pubt1c. Subsequenno th1s approval, the wa1t1ng room IS to remain open on a 
limited basis until the discontinuation oftrain service to the current location. 

15. Princeton University has been a good steward of the Princeton Railroad 
Station and in October 2011 refurbished the interior of the Station (north 
building) including cleaning, general repair, plaster repair and painting. 
Princeton University opened the station building on November 1, 2011 for 
passenger waiting on a limited basis, Monday through F1iday. 

16. Princeton University has chosen Rick Joy as the architect for the project. Mr. 
Joy will be working with local architects Mills & Schnoering, who meet the 
National Park Service's Professional Qualifications Standards for "historic 
architecture." The architect has been charged with the design of the new 
station as well as the renovation of the original station buildings to house a 
restaurant and cafe. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the New Jersey Historic Sites Council, 
that based upon the above findings, the Council recommends that the Commissioner 

thm · e _ ra · ac · ·tfi-tbeJbllowjng conditions that will 
avoid, minimize or mitigate the adverse impacts of the project as currentiYJ;roposed: 

I . Prior to the implementation of work, Historic American Building Survey 
(HABS) quality documentation shall be performed to record the current 
appearance of the Princeton Railroad Station complex and its physical setting. 
The quantity, nature, quality, specific content, and disposition of the 
photographs to be taken shall be decided through consultation with and, 
thereafter, reviewed by the HPO. 

·NJ Transit shall promote public awareness of the history of the Princeton 
Railroad Station through the installation and pennanent maintenance of 
interpretive displays at the Princeton Railroad Station and/or the new Dinky 
station. These displays shall use text and historic photographs to present the 
history of the station and the Princeton Branch, in particular, its relationship to 
both the township and the University. 



3. The track shall not be removed until the service is terminated and the 
connection work for the new track has conunenced. NJ Transit will not fully 
abandon the easement until new transit service is in operation. 

MOVED BY: 
SECONDED: 
IN FAVOR: 
AGAINST: 
ABSTAIN: 

The Council's recommendations and 
advice are forwarded to the 
Commissioner of the Department of 
Environmental Protection. The 
Commissioner makes a final 
detenni nation 
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